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techniques and devices have been developed. The problem is, do we really know
which one(s) are best?

To try to answer this question, a huge meta-analysis of all the English literature
with information on success rates for these techniques was carried out. Over 2000
papers were identified, and they were narrowed down to 35 studies involving over
10,000 patients

The success rates that they identified were as follows

e King LT airway - 96.5%

Esophageal Obturator / Esophageal Gastric Tube Airway - 92.6%
Surgical cricothyroidotomy - 90.5%

Laryngeal mask airway (LMA) 87 4%

Combitube - 85 4%

Pharyngeotrachael laryngeal airway (PTLA) - §2.1%

Needle cricothyroidotomy - 65.8%

The Bottom Line: The King airway has the highest success rate of the alternative
airway devices, although there was less data available and the effectiveness of
ventilation has not been worked out yet. The best percutaneous rescue airway was
the surgical crich

The Trauma Professional’s Blog
provides information on injury-related
topics to trauma professionals. It is
‘written by Michael McGonigal MD, the
Director of Trauma Services at
Regions Hospital in St. Paul, MN.
Regions is a Level | Adult Trauma
Center, and has partnered with Gillette
Children's Specialty Hospital to
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